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1. Summary  
 

1.1 In accordance with the current statutory requirement upon the Authority to establish a Standards 

Committee, the Assembly is asked to agree to re-establish the GLA’s Standards Committee for 2011-

12 year (or, noting the relevant provisions of the Localism Bill before Parliament, until such point as 

the current statutory Standards regime is abolished). 

 
 
2. Recommendations  
 

The Assembly is recommended to: 

 
2.1 Reconstitute, noting that this is a matter for joint decision with the Mayor and as 

currently required by law, the Authority’s Standards Committee on the same basis that it 
is currently constituted, namely with 5 Assembly Members (2 Conservative Assembly 
Members, 2 Labour Assembly Members and 1 Liberal Democrat Assembly Member), 6 
Independent Members and the statutory Deputy Mayor, for the 2011-12 year or until the 
abolition of the current Standards regime, whichever is earlier;  

 
2.2 Note the Standards Committee’s proposed terms of reference, as set out at Appendix 1(c) 

(which will be tabled); and 
 
2.3  Note that, irrespective of the decision made in relation to recommendation 2.2 of the 

report set out at Item 5 of the agenda, political proportionality rules are not applied to 
this Committee. 

  
 

 

3.  Background 
 
3.1 The Government has formally announced its intention to abolish the current Standards regime and 

to allow local authorities to establish non-statutory codes of conduct and Standards Committees as 
deemed necessary. However, until the relevant provisions of the Localism Bill are enacted, the 
establishment of a Standards Committee remains a mandatory requirement upon the Authority, in 
accordance with Section 53 of the Local Government Act 2000.   

 
3.2 In law the Standards Committee is a committee of the whole Authority and not an ordinary 

committee of the Assembly, and both the Assembly and the Mayor are therefore required to approve 
the establishment of the Committee. The Mayor has been asked to give his approval via a Mayoral 
Decision Form. 



        

 
3.3 Regulation 4(1)(a) of the Standards Committee (England) Regulations 2008 states that: “An 

authority must ensure that at least 25% of the members of its standards committee are independent 
members”.  The Standards Committee is currently constituted with 12 Members: 5 Assembly 
Members (2 Conservative AMs, 2 Labour AMs and 1 Liberal Democrat AM), 6 Independent Members 
and the statutory Deputy Mayor of London.    

 
3.4  As the Standards Committee is a committee of the Authority, which is made up of both the Mayor 

and Assembly, the Mayor has the right to sit on the committee.  The Mayor has previously exercised 
this right, but since July 2009 has delegated this role on the Committee to the statutory Deputy 
Mayor, Richard Barnes AM. The Mayor has confirmed that he wishes this arrangement to continue 
for the 2011/12 year.  

 
3.5 Section 53(10) of the Local Government Act 2000 states: “A Standards Committee of a relevant 

authority in England …is not to be regarded as a body to which section 15 of the Local Government 
and Housing Act 1989 (duty to allocate seats to political groups) applies.”  There is, therefore, no 
statutory requirement upon the Mayor and Assembly to allocate seats on the Standards Committee 
on a proportional basis. There is, however, nothing to prevent the Assembly and the Mayor from 
allocating seats on this basis (and the Assembly has traditionally appointed Members to the 
Committee on a broadly proportional basis). 

 
 

4. Issues for Consideration 
 
4.1 The Standards Committee has responsibility for handling allegations that a Member has breached 

the Authority’s Code of Conduct. This local assessment regime currently requires the Standards 
Committee to establish at least two sub-committees comprised of different Members but with at 
least 3 Members on each sub-committee, and being constituted with 12 Members gives the 
Committee sufficient flexibility to operate the regime. It is therefore recommended that the 
Standards Committee continues to be constituted with 12 Members. 

 
4.2 In accordance with Standing Order 11.2D, the Standards Committee will be asked to approve its own 

terms of reference at its first meeting of the 2010/11 Assembly Year. The Standards Committee’s 
draft terms of reference are set out at Appendix 1(b) (which will be tabled), for noting.  

 

4.3 The Mayor and the Assembly will, in due course, be asked to consider proposals in relation to the 
nature of the Standards regime at the Authority following enactment of the relevant provisions of 
the Localism Bill that is currently before Parliament. 

 

 
5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Assembly has the power to do what is recommended in this report. Other relevant legal 

implications are included within the report. 
 
5.2 In addition, as a committee of the Authority as a whole, the Standards Committee may not 

exercise any of the Assembly’s formal powers under sections 61 to 64 of the Act. 
 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 Independent Members of the Standards Committee are currently paid an attendance allowance of 

£125 per meeting. 
 



        

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

 

Appendix 1(c) – Standards Committee’s proposed terms of reference (to be tabled) 
 
 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: None. 
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